From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 17 23:16:27 1995 
Date: Fri, 17 Mar 1995 20:46:50 -0600 

Message-Id: <199503180245 .AA19994@cameron. geom.umn.edu> 
From: "penson" <penson@geom.umn.edu> 

Subject: Re: "Bens Best Bread" 


I 


had always heard it as BENS BEST BET...nice rhythm... 


Chuck 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 17 19:15:03 1995 
Date: Fri, 17 Mar 1995 16:32:04 -0600 

Message-Id: <9503172205.AA100227@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 
From: rdkeys@csemail 

Subject: Re: Another BA sighting 


VVVVV VV 


As you enter the radio room on the Diesel boats, almost at your feet on 
the left is or was the TCS gear. At least thats the way it is on the 
USS BOWFIN in Honolulu. I'm no expert by any means and I didn't see 
the TCS on the shows last night either. 


Larry 


The one I saw last night was sort of a small squarish room about 


7 


feet wide and maybe 7 feet deep. It is not exactly like the rooms 


described by my buddies. Their operating rooms were sort of L shaped, 
where as you walked in, the TCS was on the right. The operators were 
at the end of the room against the outer hull, and the big TBL was 
behind the operators on the side arm of the L. There must have been 
minor variations in the different boat layouts. What has been 
described to me by my buddies does not match the room I remember from 
the visit to the sub down in the Mobile, AL harbour. The room on 

the Torpedo Run movie was more like that one. My buddies described 
the TCS gear as being in the vertical stacked format. 


I 


wish the folks on the BA net near these sub museums could get a shot 


of the radio gear that would be clear enough to enlarge to 8x10 and 
scan in for reference on the net. 


73/Bob/NA4G 


p 


.s. I hope this ol' email box keeps running over the weekend, it has 


crashed, but I brought it up partially. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 17 21:58:06 1995 


Date: Fri, 17 Mar 1995 19:27:21 -0600 

Message-Id: <F3HG5816.F3HG5829@mail.admin.wisc.edu> 
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu 

Subject: CALLING SEAN McCARTHY!!! 


to: boatanchors@theporch.com 
Hello Sean. 


Your E-MAIL address is bouncing (q@wx81.TACOM.ARMY.MIL). I want the 
CU-25/ART-13 tuner you have. Please contact me; I am trying to set up an 
ART-13 rig in it's original configuration, and that box is an accessory I 
need! 


To the rest of the BA gang; sorry about the bandwidth usage. 


Tom, KITA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 17 23:56:39 1995 

Date: Fri, 17 Mar 1995 20:47:24 -0600 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.05.9503172122 .D27938-9100000@bo0z.bah.com> 
From: kizat@bah.com 

Subject: Re: CW on 500 Khz 


ditty bops... 
On Thu, 16 Mar 1995 K7YHA@aol.com wrote: 


> "Bens Best Bet" or "Bens Best Bread" are rhythms for budding military CW 
> operators..... "Ditty-bops" as we used to refer to them in the Air Force. 


how about pay day to day for a Q 
and cry baby cry for a X 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 17 23:15:54 1995 

Date: Fri, 17 Mar 1995 20:49:34 -0600 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.05.9503172122 .E27938-9100000@bo0z.bah.com> 
From: kizat@bah.com 

Subject: Re: D104 Microphone 


On Fri, 17 Mar 1995, paul Veltman wrote: 


> 

> Today I tried to order a replacement cartridge for my D104 mike and was told 
> that it was obsolete. Read and weep.:-(:-( I guess it really means that 

Say what? 

If they are obsolete, then why is AES selling them. Give AES a call, 

maybe they can also get the spare carts. 


VV VV VV 


Suburban Electronics in Suitland MD (who has a 800 number) has 
a variety of 104's brand new on the shelf. 


jd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 17 19:00:24 1995 
Date: Fri, 17 Mar 1995 16:49:45 -0600 

Message-Id: <199503172036.PAAQ1370@bear.MOTOWN.GE.COM> 
From: "S. Miller" <smiller@motown.ge.com> 

Subject: Drift in the Drake R-4C 


I have a Drake R4C (late serial) number that drifts. When I run my R4B side by 
side 

with it the -4B drifts about 100Hz in the first hour and stops, the -4C continues 
to move upward in frequency for up to 8 hours at which point the drift is about 

1 KHz. From there on it is pretty stable. It is very annoying to me although 

I do not know if it is abnormal for this line of receivers. Judging by the 4B and 
the T4xXC transmitter I have the 4C has alot of drift. Has anyone expereinced 

the same thing with their 4C? I have made the Sartori product detector mod and 
voltage regulator mod but the audio chain is stock. The receiver has always 
displayed this drift and I have tried to determine an electrical cause but have 
never had success. Was this the common performance for this piece? Will the 
SHerwood/Sartori mod for the audio reduce the heat enough to help this problem 

or have I had a bum PTO from the start? 

Thanks to all. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Mar 18 00:27:19 1995 
Date: Fri, 17 Mar 1995 19:55:43 -0600 

Message-Id: <2F69BDF3@sharkgate.sandiegoca.attgis.com> 
From: "Kenan, Larry" <llk@sandshark.sandiegoca.ATTGIS.COM> 
Subject: FW: D104 Microphone 


>Jerry - you got some bad info... D-104's are in current production 
>and are distributed widely. Try AES for both mic's and elements. 
>Regards, Ed K2MP 


Then it has been in production for over 60 years. That must be some sort 
of a record in the electronics technology field. 


Larry Kenan - KD6CKR/AA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Mar 18 02:18:25 1995 
Date: Fri, 17 Mar 1995 23:42:27 -0600 

Message-Id: <9503180542 .AA01978@acs6.acs.ucalgary.ca> 
From: "Deane D McIntyre" <dmcintyr@acs.ucalgary.ca> 
Subject: Re: FW: D104 Microphone 


In message <2F69BDF3@sharkgate.sandiegoca.attgis.com> writes: 


>Jerry - you got some bad info... D-104's are in current production 
>and are distributed widely. Try AES for both mic's and elements. 
>Regards, Ed K2MP 


> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> Then it has been in production for over 60 years. That must be some sort 
> of a record in the electronics technology field. 

> 
> 
> 


Larry Kenan - KD6CKR/AA 
This brings up an interesting (to me, anyhow) question (actually two): 


1. What firebottle was in production the longest? My guess would be 

the 80 rectifier, which was indroduced in 1927 (by RCA, however the actual 
tubes (called UX280 when indroduced) were made by Westinghouse. I believe 
that the 80 was made well into the 1970's, for a total of a half century 
in production. However, perhaps some audio output tubes still being 

made in China/Russia/Czech Republic have been made longer. 


2. What boatanchor was in production the longest? Based on recent 
postings to this list, I would have to say the R390A (> 30 years). 
What about civilian boatanchors? I won't even attempt to guess the 
answer to that one. 


73, Deane D McIntyre VE6BPO 
dmcintyr@acs.ucalgary.ca 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Mar 18 03:39:39 1995 
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 01:15:18 -0600 
Message-Id: <9503180714.AA19299@bobcat.etsu.edu> 


From: wier@bobcat.etsu.edu (Bob Wier) 
Subject: Re: FW: D104 Microphone 


At 7:55 PM 3/17/95 -0600, Kenan, Larry wrote: 

|>Jerry - you got some bad info... D-104's are in current production 
|>and are distributed widely. Try AES for both mic's and elements. 
|>Regards, Ed K2MP 

| 

| 

|Then it has been in production for over 60 years. That must be some sort 
|of a record in the electronics technology field. 

| 


| 
|Larry Kenan - KD6CKR/AA 


Has anyone noticed that there appears to be a D-104 used as a prop in the 
sitcom "Double Rush" on the dispatcher's desk. Or is it something else 
(havn't had a good shot/look of it yet..)... 


THANKS & 73 de WB5KXH 


— Round Up the Usual Disclaimers! #3 
Bob Wier, CS Dept., East Texas State University 
wier@bobcat.etsu.edu - keeper of the 
Motorola MC68HC11, Photo-3D, SD3D, 
Icom Radio and Overland Trails mailing lists 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Mar 18 04:48:47 1995 
Date: Sat, 18 Mar 1995 02:10:25 -0600 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9503180242.A15404-0100000@indy2> 
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indynet.indy.net> 

Subject: Re: FW: D104 Microphone 


Hi! 
On Fri, 17 Mar 1995, Deane D McIntyre wrote: 


> 1. What firebottle was in production the longest? My guess [...] the 80 
> rectifier, which was indroduced in 1927 [...and...] made well into the 
> 1970's [...]. [PJlerhaps some audio output tubes still being made [...?] 


*xIf*x 80s are not still being made, then it's likely the venerable 6L6, 
which appears to have shown up in 1937 (that's working from old ARRL & 
Jones ham Handbooks) or earlier, is the present record-holder at 58 years 
in production, if you'll count the metal and glass versions as the same 


tube. However, there may be transmitting tubes that have been made for a 
greater length of time, and it's possible an octal-based rectifier could 
have a few years head start on the 6L6. 


> 2. What boatanchor was in production the longest? [Civilian, the R390 
has got to be the military champ]. 


I was going to suggest the SW-3 ('31 though '46 or later), but if we 
count name and basic concept as being the "same" receiver, the HRO in all 
its plug-in coil box versions (I think they used the name for a 
bandswitching radio at the bitter end) probably wins: Jan, '35 though some 
time in the 1960s, possibly a 30 year production. The plain black box HRO 
seems to have ended about '47, and at that seems to have been made in 
(almost) the same version with only minor mods (metal tubes, a two-tube 
series noise limiter [AF!], different crystal filter scheme) for longer 
than any comms receiver that I can recall. Hammarlund sets all have a 
"family" resemblance but the various models are pretty different to each 
other; Hallicrafters xmight*x have had some sets in production long enough 
to be in the running, but it seems unlikely. H'mmm, seagoing comms 
receivers are a possibility, too, but it'll take a better RCA/RMCA scholar 
to tell that tale! 


What was the most xshort-lived*x BA receiver? National's AGS, '32 to 
'35 (superceded by the HRO, possibly due to excessive drift*), would seem 
to have a chance at that title, but could be something near the end of 
the tube era has it beat. :) 


*x If anyone wants to share that yarn, and how the HRO got its name, I'd 
love to hear! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 17 20:02:12 1995 
Date: Fri, 17 Mar 1995 16:39:27 -0600 

Message-Id: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950317163721.jproc@> 
From: jproc@worldlinx.com 

Subject: Manuals for Older Amateur Gear 


Dear BA's, 
I was just browsing through the June 1994 QST and spotted the following: 
It looks like the ARRL will sell copies of manuals for older amateur rigs. 


You can obtain a copy of the manual list by requesting the "Manuals Handout" 
from: 


ARRL Technical Department Secretary 
225 MAin St., 
Newington CT, 06111-1494 


Please include a self addressed stamped envelope. 


Regards, 

Jerry Proc, VE3FAB 

Radio Restoration Volunteer 
HMCS Haida 

E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com 
Toronto, Ontario 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 17 23:14:39 1995 
Date: Fri, 17 Mar 1995 20:42:56 -0600 

Message-Id: <950317214135 53007386@aol.com> 

From: W7FG@aol.com 

Subject: Meissner Signal Shifter Manual 


Reading the note about the Meisneer Signal shifter, I erased the 
note before completely reading it, like later.. 


We have model 9-1027 & 1028 & 1029 & 1030 manual if 
thats of any help. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 17 20:35:45 1995 
Date: Fri, 17 Mar 1995 17:55:23 -0600 

Message-Id: <mO0xrplqQ-Q000DSC@juts.ccc.amdahl.com> 

From: joe.selkregg@amail.amdahl.com 

Subject: Radiomarine AR-8506-B 


Hi, 


I have a what appears to be a Navy receiver that was made by the Radiomarine 
Corporation of America. It is model AR-8506-B. Was this thing made by RCA? 
It has ten tubes, 2 635s, 1 6aq5, 1 2526, 1 25L6 and 5 6ag6s. The dial looks 
like one you would see on an old signal generator with the exposed clear 
plastic pointer. The speaker is built-in. According to the ID plate, it was 
made in August, 1944. Has anyone ever seen or heard of one of these? I am 
going to do some calling around to see if I can locate a schematic. 


Joe Selkregg 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 17 20:17:55 1995 
Date: Fri, 17 Mar 1995 16:35:13 -0600 

Message-Id: <9503161842 .AA143752@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 


From: rdkeys@csemail 
Subject: RAL schematic and dial card 


KAKA KKK KEK AER AKA KAKA KKK KKK KKK KKK AK AK AKER KK IK IKK KKEKEKIEKER ERK IK 
Here is the readme file for the RAL schematics on-line stuff: 
KKKKKKKKEK AKER AK AK AK KK KKK KKK KEK AEKAEK AK AK IK IK KKK KIKIEKERKERKER ERIK 


It will be >>> temporarily <<< located at csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu 


login as: zworker 
password as: boatanchor 


Look in the Boatanchors directory. 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


The ral7sc.ps file is a two page schematic of the RAL radio receiver, 
less external power supply. Print out and tape together to form the 
entire schematic. 


The ralcard.ps file as a reprint of a dial calibration card for the 
front panel of the RAL radio receiver. 


To print from DOS type: print filename.ps 
This assumes you have a postscript printer hooked up to your DOS box. 
To print from UNIX type: cat filename.ps | lpr 


This likewise assumes you have a postscript printer set up via lpr on 
your UNIX box. 


Good Luck 


73 DE NA4G Boatanchor Bob 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Mar 18 01:05:04 1995 


Date: Fri, 17 Mar 1995 22:30:40 -0600 

Message-Id: <950318042711_72227.1640_EHM176-1@CompuServe. COM> 
From: Dave Stinson AB5S/7 <72227.1640@compuserve.com> 
Subject: TCS Sub Sail Antenna 


Concerning the TCS Radios in sub service, Bill(?) said: 


>The subs in both movies had the famous rotating fishpole antenna 
>on the back of the sail. That was used with the TCS gear for 
>harbor control and short range work according to my op friends. 


Can someone describe this antenna to me? Construction and 
feed details? How did they get the antenna lead out 
the hull? Many thanks! 

73 DE AB5S/7 

Dave Stinson 

Lost Wages, Nevada 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 17 20:32:36 1995 
Date: Fri, 17 Mar 1995 16:32:58 -0600 

Message-Id: <9503161947 .AA143990@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 
From: rdkeys@csemail 

Subject: Tidings from the Ancient Past (Icebergs) 


For those of you with an interest in the sea and the tailings of 
the Morse Radiotelegraphy Era amongst Radio Officers and the like, 
the following was heard in the weekly broadcast free press from 
the American Radio Association via WCC on their standard 1800UTC 
Sunday broadcast on 8630khz. WLO also runs it several times on 
the weekend (try 2000UTC for a starter on 8514khz). 


I have been reading the mail on this stuff for some 20 years, 
Since the days when the press was a real press run with the 
baseball scores, the stock quotes, and the headlines out of 
anywhere to everywhere. It is a fine way to keep your CW 

up to snuff. And it sounds the best on a real boatanchor! 

For most of that time, the main receiver was the ol' regenerative 
RAL. It does not record audio to well, so for tape archiving, 

I use the R-388, running off the same antenna. 


Remember that the USCG is ceasing all CW operations at the end of 
this month, so treasure what CW you hear on yer boatanchors as 
the era is almost gone. 


The ascii hardcopy was sent to me from another ham, and I had 
taped it because of its uniqueness, and was about to type in 
the hardcopy, the old fashioned way. Ahh, the wonders of the 


modern information hiway/ethernet. But, earbone copy via CW is 
more fun for us Boatanchorites/CWISTS right? 


Quoted from their free press run: 


CQ CQ DE WCC WCC BT 

HERE ARA FREE PRESS BT 

ARA FREE PRESS, THE WEEKLY UNION NEWSPAPER OF THE SEA 
IS PREPARED BY THE AMERICAN RADIO ASSOCIATION FOR ALL 
OUR SHIPMATES. 


DATE MARCH 12 1995 


(Misc union related stuff deleted for brevity..... ) 


MORE THAN 80 YEARS AFTER THE "UNSINKABLE" TITANIC SANK, A 

TEAM OF TOP U.S. NAVAL ARCHITECTS AND MARINE ENGINEERS IS 
ENDORSING PREVIOUS CANADIAN FINDINGS ABOUT THE CAUSE OF THE 
TRAGEDY, ASSERTING THE CASE CAN NOW BE CLOSED. THE LUXURY LINER 
WAS BUILT WITH UNSAFE METALS, HAD FAULTY RIVETS, WAS RUNNING ON A 
RUDDER TOO SMALL TO PROPEL IT SAFELY AND WAS TRAVELING TOO FAST 
FOR ICY WATERS, THE TEAM'S REPORT FOUND. THE TITANIC WHEN IT 
STRUCK AN ICEBERG IN THE NORTH ATLANTIC OCEAN, 400 MILES EAST OF 
NEWFOUNDLAND, THE WORLD'S LARGEST PASSENGER LINER AT THE TIME 
WENT UNDER IN 2 1/2 HOURS, KILLING 1,517 PASSENGERS AND LEAVING 
705 SURVIVORS, MOSTLY CHILDREN. BT. 


ECOLOGISTS WARN SHIPS OF HUGE ICEBERG. A GIANT ICEBERG THAT 

IS DRIFTING NORTHWARD IN SEAS NEAR THE TIP OF SOUTH AMERICA 

COULD POSE A SERIOUS DANGER TO SHIPPING IN THE REGION IF IT BREAKS 
UP. THE MOVEMENT OF THE GIANT ICEBERG TOWARD WARMER WATERS WILL 
CAUSE IT TO BREAK INTO NUMEROUS SMALLER CHUNKS OF ICE WHICH 

COULD CAUSE UNIMAGINABLE DIFFICULTIES TO MARITIME TRAFFIC. THE 
ICEBERG WHICH BROKE OFF RECENTLY FROM THE ANTARCTIC PENINSULA, IS 
45 MILES LONG AND IS DRIFTING IN FREEZING SEAS 620 MILES FROM 
CAPE HORN. ICEBERGS WILL BECOME AN EVER-INCREASING PHENOMENON IN 
FUTURE YEARS AS THE EARTH'S CLIMATE BECOMES WARMER, MELTING 
ANTARCTICA'S ICE CAP. BT. 


(More union specific stuff deleted for brevity..... ) 


End quote. 


Talk about a kneejerk dejavu back into ancient radio history? 


How interesting that at the time of the final letting go of the 
Titanic affair, after the findings of Ballard's and other various 
expeditions over the past few years, what appears off the Southern 
horizon --- the world's largest iceberg! 


At 45 miles long, I sure don't want to be near that hunk of ice! 
It would take hours just to sail around it. 


If anyone hears anything further of this giant iceberg on their 
firebottle radios, or elsewhere, do pass it along my way. 


Is there any way to lay hands on that report, about the final Titanic 
findings, I wonder? What did it say about the use of radio, I wonder? 


This is too unique to pass up. 


73/Bob/NA4G 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 17 23:59:22 1995 

Date: Fri, 17 Mar 1995 21:15:50 -0600 

Message-Id: <9503180302.AA11263@uvs1.orl.mmc.com> 

From: padgett@tccslr.dnet.mmc.com (A. Padgett Peterson, P.E. Information Security) 
Subject: RE: Tidings from the Ancient Past (Icebergs) 


As a follower of 46,000 tonne triple screw steamers (and just about 
everything) I would like to point out that of the other two "Olympic" 

class ships, the third sank faster. Further one of the major causes was found 
to be the fact that the double hull should have been extended another twenty 
feet up - a measure adopted by most major seapowers and why cruise ships 

and supertankers are often of Lybian and Panamanian registry - they didn't. 


And now for the BA realation 8x). One of the chief effectw was the convening 
of the "International Conference for the Safety of Life at Sea" in London 
in 1913 which mandated wireless sets on all ships of increased power over 
that commonly used. 
Warmly, 
Padgett 


ps No, I don't have one in my garage. Yet. 


